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April 27, 2021
PRESS RELEASE

Missouri Main Street Connection Awarded $552,733 By The U.S.
Economic Development Administration To Provide Economic
Recovery And Resiliency Assistance

Contact: Gayla Roten, State Director, Missouri Main Street Connection,
Inc. PO Box 1066, Branson, MO 65615; phone: 417-334-3014.

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development
Administration (EDA) awarded a $552,733 CARES Act Recovery
Assistance grant to Missouri Main Street Connection, Inc. (MMSC), to
assist Missouri communities in responding to and recovering from the
coronavirus pandemic through the Main Street economic recovery
technical assistance and training program. This EDA grant, to be matched
with $157,938 in local investment, is expected to create 160 jobs, retain
400 jobs, and generate $8 million in private investment.

The project will provide Missouri communities with analysis and
expertise to expand their local business ecosystems through a focus on
small business development. MMSC will provide communities with
services including direct entrepreneur support, online sales training,
business ecosystem building, and micro-business development to
support economic recovery and resilience.

“We are thrilled for Missouri communities and small businesses to
receive these grant services. The pandemic effected our small businesses
in many ways and we know that through these services, it will strengthen
their businesses, increase local workforce, and spur sales volume for
overall community economic development,” said MMSC’s State Director
Gayla Roten.

MMSC has presented an application workshop for communities to apply
for grant services. The communities that receive these services must have
attended the application workshop and must be a current Main Street
program in good standing with MMSC.

“The Economic Development Administration is committed to helping
communities across the nation implement strategies to mitigate
economic hardships brought on by the coronavirus pandemic,” said
Dennis Alvord, Acting Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic
Development. “This EDA investment will help Missouri Main Street
Connection, Inc., provide critical technical assistance and training to 40
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Missouri communities to help them create and sustain jobs, foster new
businesses, and increase the economic resilience of Main Street
corridors.”

“Now more than ever, Missouri needs a strong, skilled workforce to move
our economy forward,” said Governor Mike Parson. “This grant to
Missouri Main Street Connection will provide several communities with
important resources to create jobs, expand business, and strengthen their
local economies as Missouri continues to recover from the impacts of
COVID-19.”

“This investment will help Missouri Main Street Connection continue
their important work to support small businesses through the pandemic
and beyond,” said Senator Roy Blunt. “The CARES Act made small
business recovery a priority, and I'm glad to see the funding provided in
the legislation is continuing to have an impact in our state.”

This project was made possible by the regional planning efforts of
Missouri’s 18 Economic Development Districts, which EDA funds to help
bring together the public and private sectors to create an economic
development roadmap to strengthen the regional economy, support
private capital investment, and create jobs.

This project is funded under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act (Public Law 116-136 PDF), which provided EDA
with $1.5 billion for economic assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus. EDA CARES Act
Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of
the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) (PDF)
program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to eligible
communities and regions as they respond to and recover from the
impacts of the coronavirus pandemic.
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https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ136/PLAW-116publ136.pdf
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